Related literature
The title compound is dimorphic, with one polymorph (form I) crystallizing in space group No. 15, and the second polymorph (type II) crystallizing in space group No. 14 (Corbridge & Cox, 1956) . The crystal structure of the title compound was originally determined by Corbridge & Cox (1956) from photographic data (final R value = 0.24) and was later rerefined by Einstein & Penfold (1966) based on the original intensity data but using more advanced least-squares procedures (R = 0.14). In both reports, the setting in P2 1 /a of space group No. 14 was used. For background to terpyridine-based materials, see : Fermi et al. (2014) ; Song et al. (2014) . For the biocompatibility of zinc compounds, see: Gao et al. (2009 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Sheldrick, 2008) and DIAMOND (Brandenburg, 2006) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008 
S1. Experimental
A solution of 2,2′:6′,2′′-terpyridine (0.23 g, 1 mmol) in acetonitrile (20 ml) was mixed with a solution of zinc chloride (0.14 g, 1 mmol) in methanol (5 ml) and refluxed for 4 h. The reaction mixture was the cooled to room temperature and filtered into a large test tube. Colorless crystals were obtained at room temperature after two weeks. Yield: 75%.
S2. Refinement
All hydrogen atoms were placed in geometrically idealized positions and constrained to ride on their parent atoms, with C -H = 0.93 Å and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C).
Figure 1
The molecular structure of (I), with the atom-numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level.
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Figure 2
The arrangement of the molecules in the crystal structure of (I), showing π-π interactions (dashed red lines) and CH···Cl hydrogen bonds (dashed green and turquoise lines).
Figure 3
Packing diagram of (I). All H atoms have been omitted for clarity. ) is used only for calculating R-factors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger. 
Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (

